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lines must be permanently marked. The 
‘‘MS’’ loadline shall be assigned only to 
those particular vessels that qualify under 
the regulations. 

(2) The ‘‘SW’’ marks need only be assigned 
to Great Lakes vessels loading in salt water 
of the St. Lawrence River west of a straight 
line from Cap de Rosiers to West Point Anti-
costi Island, and west of a line along lon-
gitude 63 degrees west from Anticosti Island 
to the north shore of the St. Lawrence River. 
In such cases these limits shall be indicated 
on the certificate. 

(3) The load line assignment given by this 
certificate necessarily assumes that the na-
ture and stowage of cargo, ballast, etc., are 
such as to secure sufficient stability for the 
vessel. Accordingly, it is the owner’s respon-
sibility to furnish the Master of the vessel 
with stability information and instructions 
when this is necessary to maintenance of 
sufficient stability. 

(On the reverse side of the load line certifi-
cate, or on a separate sheet, attached and 
forming part of the certificate, provision is 
to be made for annual inspection and re-
newal endorsements.) 

PART 46—SUBDIVISION LOAD LINES 
FOR PASSENGER VESSELS 

Subpart 46.01—Purpose 

Sec. 
46.01–1 Purpose. 
46.01–15 Application of regulations. 
46.01–20 Penalties for violations. 

Subpart 46.05—Definitions Used in This Part 

46.05–1 Passenger vessel. 
46.05–10 Foreign voyage. 
46.05–15 Coastwise voyages. 
46.05–20 Great Lakes voyage. 
46.05–25 New passenger vessel. 
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lines. 
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Subpart 46.15—Subdivision Load Lines for 
Passenger Vessels Engaged in Foreign, 
Coastwise, and Great Lakes Voyages 

46.15–1 Procedure for determination of sub-
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46.15–5 Engineering requirements. 
46.15–10 Subdivision load lines. 

AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 3306; 46 U.S.C. 5101– 
5116; E.O. 12234, 3 CFR, 1980 Comp., p. 277; De-
partment of Homeland Security Delegation 
No. 0170.1. 

SOURCE: CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16769, Dec. 30, 
1965, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart 46.01—Purpose 

§ 46.01–1 Purpose. 
(a) The purpose of the regulations in 

this part is to set forth uniform min-
imum requirements applicable to pas-
senger vessels required to have subdivi-
sion load lines. These requirements 
deal with the following: 

(1) Load line requirements applicable 
before a passenger vessel will be 
marked with and certificated as to sub-
division load lines. 

(2) Assigning, marking, and recording 
of subdivision load lines. 

(3) Administration of subdivision 
load lines. 

(4) Application of requirements to 
passenger vessels. 

§ 46.01–15 Application of regulations. 
(a) The regulations in this part estab-

lish subdivision load lines required on 
passenger vessels engaged in foreign 
voyages, as well as on passenger vessels 
of 150 gross tons or over engaged in 
coastwise or Great Lakes voyages. 

(b) When engaged in voyages subject 
to this part, no passenger vessel re-
quired to be marked with subdivision 
load lines shall depart from or arrive at 
any port or place under the jurisdiction 
of the United States, nor shall such 
United States vessel operate on the 
high seas nor the Great Lakes, unless 
such vessel has been marked with sub-
division load lines in accordance with 
the regulations in this part, has on 
board a valid certificate certifying to 
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the correctness of the location of such 
subdivision load line marks, and is oth-
erwise in compliance with the applica-
ble requirements of law and regula-
tions in this part. 

(c) No passenger vessel of the United 
States of 150 gross tons or over and 
subject to 46 U.S.C. 5101–5116, shall en-
gage in coastwise voyages or voyages 
on the Great Lakes unless such vessel 
has been marked with subdivision load 
lines in accordance with the regula-
tions in this part and has on board a 
valid certificate certifying to the cor-
rectness of the location of such sub-
division load line marks. 

(d) No foreign passenger vessel be-
longing to a country that has ratified 
or acceded to the applicable Inter-
national Convention for Safety of Life 
at Sea shall arrive or depart from any 
port or place under the jurisdiction of 
the United States, and no foreign pas-
senger vessel subject to 46 U.S.C. 5101– 
5116, shall arrive or depart from any 
port or place under the jurisdiction of 
the United States, including ports on 
the Great Lakes, unless that vessel has 
been marked with subdivision load 
lines in accordance with the regula-
tions in this part and has on board a 
valid certificate certifying to the cor-
rectness of the location of such sub-
division load line marks. 

(e) Subdivision load lines shall be 
marked on both sides of passenger ves-
sels where determined and in a manner 
described in subpart 46.15 as applicable 
to the vessel’s service. The subdivision 
load line certificates shall be in accord-
ance with §§ 46.10–30 and 46.10–35. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16769, Dec. 30, 1965 as 
amended by CGD 80–120, 47 FR 5723, Feb. 8, 
1982; CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51044, Sept. 30, 1997; 
USCG–1998–4442, 63 FR 52190, Sept. 30, 1998] 

§ 46.01–20 Penalties for violations. 

(a) Penalties for violations of the 
regulations in this part by passenger 
vessels of the United States engaged in 
foreign voyages shall be in accordance 
with those laws which require the in-
spection and certification of the vessel. 
In addition, for passenger vessels sub-
ject to 46 U.S.C. 5101–5116, which engage 
in voyages described in § 42.03–5, § 42.03– 
10, or § 45.01–1, the penalties for viola-
tions of the regulations in this part 

shall be those set forth in the load line 
act applicable to the vessel. 

(b) For a further description of the 
actions which may be taken see § 42.07– 
50, of this subchapter. The procedures 
governing the assessment, collection, 
remission and mitigation of any mone-
tary penalty imposed for a violation of 
a law or the regulations prescribed 
thereunder in this part, as well as the 
appeal procedures followed, are in sub-
part 2.50 of part 2 of subchapter A (Pro-
cedures Applicable to the Public) of 
this chapter. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16769, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10077, July 12, 
1968; CGD 80–120, 47 FR 5723, Feb. 8, 1982; CGD 
97–057, 62 FR 51044, Sept. 30, 1997] 

Subpart 46.05—Definitions Used in 
This Part 

§ 46.05–1 Passenger vessel. 
(a) For the purpose of the regulations 

in this part, a vessel is a passenger ves-
sel if: 

(1) Engaged on an international voy-
age by sea, it carries or is authorized 
to carry more than 12 passengers; or, 

(2) Engaged on a coastwise voyage by 
sea or a voyage on the Great Lakes, it 
carries or is authorized to carry more 
than 16 persons in addition to the crew. 

§ 46.05–10 Foreign voyage. 
(a) A foreign voyage for the purpose 

of marking passenger vessels with sub-
division load lines is a voyage by sea 
between a port under the jurisdiction 
of the United States and a port of a for-
eign country, its colonies, territories, 
or protectorates, or conversely (a voy-
age exclusively on the Great Lakes ex-
cepted). 

§ 46.05–15 Coastwise voyages. 
(a) A coastwise voyage by sea, for the 

purpose of marking passenger vessels 
with subdivision load lines, is a voyage 
in which a vessel in the usual course of 
her employment proceeds from one 
port or place in the United States to 
another port or place in the United 
States or from a port or place in a pos-
session to another port or place in the 
same possession, and passes outside the 
line dividing inland waters from the 
high seas (a voyage exclusively on the 
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